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May 14th 2013

Dear friend, 

We are happy to enclose for your attention two new papers of the Design Project, an initiative that aims to 

identify and establish guidelines for measuring design as a factor of economic production and its impact on GDP:

- the Design Guideline and Research Report

- a new version of the Analytical Framework Paper

Design counts with the participation of six European partners: BCD Barcelona Design Centre, Coordinator 

(Spain); Copenhagen Business School (Denmark); designaustria (Austria); Hungarian Intellectual Property Office 

(Hungary); SVID Swedish Industrial Design Foundation (Sweden) and the University of Cambridge / Design 

Management Group (United Kingdom).

The project, co-financed by the European Commission, ENISA (Spanish Ministry of Industry, Energy and 

Tourism), the Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional Growth and the Austrian Federal Ministry of Economy, 

Family and Youth, with a budget of one million euro, will analyse and define the conceptual framework of design 

in the economic context, in order to measure it as a tool for user-centred innovation and as economic factor of 

production. The objective is to obtain tangible results that demonstrate the importance of design as a crucial 

element to enhance the innovative capabilities of Europe and increasing economic growth and business 

competitiveness in the global market. 

The initiative is part of the 1st Action Plan of the European Design Innovation Initiative, a commitment of the 

Innovation Union Europe 2020 flagship to exploit the full potential of design for innovation and to reinforce the 

link between design, innovation and competitiveness.

Please feel free to disseminate this document amongst your associates or colleagues, as well as through your 

website.

We are particularly interested in receiving your feedback. Please send your comments to: EuroDesign@bcd.es

With regards,

Isabel Roig

Director 

BCD Barcelona Design Centre
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This work focuses on existing and 
emerging best practices in creating 
value by design processes and outco-
mes in companies and other organi-
zations. The conceptual framework 
for measuring and analyzing design 
in an economic context is further 
advanced and tested by exploiting 
analytical approaches toward other 
intangible resources and capabilities.
Within the context of R&D and in-
novation activities, the earlier WP 
results will be enriched here and
put into new perspectives by testing 
them through other metrics of intan-
gibles in companies and other
organizations. This will contribute to 
the shaping of better comparative 
methods and more robust guidelines 
for measuring value by design.
To capture the complexity and incre-
asing variety of design and design 
solutions as part of intangible
resources and capabilities, available 
data on design applications fi led at IP 
offi  ces
at both national and European levels 
will be summarized. The data will 
also be used as inputs for a more 
comprehensive, empirically based un-
derstanding of design as a distinctive 
element in economic competition.
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